
the district
AN ‘OPEN STREETS’ CONCEPT FOR WINTER DINING



before...

...and after!

THE DISTRICT is a concept for a street to be repurposed 
temporarily into a diner’s (winter) paradise. This concept 
creates a block-wide, or “district”, strategy with a 
cohesive design aesthetic and functional organization of 
spaces that respond to the winter Colorado climate. 

Considering a typical street right-of-way of 
approximately 60-feet, this concept provides a central, 
barrier-free ACTIVE ZONE that would be used primarily for 
pedestrian and bicycle circulation, but is also provided 
for emergency access and deliveries, if necessary. 
Adjacent to the Active Zone, on either side of the street 
and closest to the buildings for added protection, is the 
LINGER ZONE. This zone would be populated with our 
concept of COMFORT WALLS that are designed to protect 
diners from winter winds on three sides and trap in heat. 
The comfort walls are pre-fabricated and panelized to 
be easily assembled on-site. Panels can be added or 
subtracted in 10-foot increments, based on the space 
needed and available.

Upgrades are available for added warmth, such as 
WARM FLOORS and TENTS. Spaces can be heated through 
a variety of off-the-shelf methods, such as with patio 
heaters, propane fire pits, electric radiant pendants, or 
other propane, gas or radiant heating methods.

concept
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road closure = 
WELCOME PORTAL

street = 
ACTIVE ZONE

parking = LINGER ZONE

WELCOME!
(MOVABLE BANNER) (JERSEY BARRIER)
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Defines district entry with 
welcoming, but safe vehicular 
barriers. Paint Jersey barriers 
and use movable cones to 
attach a banner that will also 
block but allow for easy 
passage. Consider providing 
trash cans and signage about 
mask wearing. 

Define a 16FT wide portion of 
street for emergency and 
delivery access. Paint the 
street, add string lights or 
decor above (13’-6” clear). 
Schedule events & contests: 
musicians, food and retail 
trucks, light projections, ugly 
sweater, ugly hat, best blanket, 
best holiday spirit accessory...

Expanded business area. 
Focus on comfort, wind 
breaking and warmth:
   *Comfort Walls
   *Comfort Platform
   *Tents
   *Pods
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WELCOME PORTAL 03 parking = 
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02 street = ACTIVE ZONE
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site plan



sidewalk view



comfort walls

MATERIALS
• 2x4 pressure treated wood studs
• 1/4” polycarbonate sheets
• Concrete blocks (for footings)
• Plywood (for bar/serving area)
• Hinges (for bar/serving area)
• Nails and fasteners

COST ESTIMATE
• $625 per 10’ panel
* Example shown = 10’ x 20’ space @ (4) panels 
= $2,500
* Cost does not include labor to install.

36”

60”

10’-0”

10’-0”



seating options

ECONOMICAL SEATING OPTIONS
• Restaurants use available seating options or purchase 

off-the-shelf.

COST ESTIMATE
• $0 - $1,000 per 8-top

PREMIUM SEATING OPTIONS
• Restaurants build custom seating, such as booths.

COST ESTIMATE
• $2,000 - $8,000 per 8-top (depends on design and materials)

OPERATING COSTS
• $540/month per propane tank (assumes 12 hours/day)



upgrades

HEAVY DUTY TENT
• 10x20 shown
• snow and wind load rated

COST ESTIMATE
• $1,600 - $4,000

WARM FLOOR
• Composite flooring system with built-in radiant heat

COST ESTIMATE
• $20-$25/SF for decking + radiant heat (WarmBoard or 

QuickTrak)
* NOTE: assumes flooring runs length of the block for cost savings per square 
foot. For each restaurant to build their own, it may be less economical.

OPERATING COSTS
• $320/month for a 3,000 SF deck (assumes 12 hours/day)
* NOTE: uses natural gas tapped into building(s)



THE DISTRICT: An “Open Streets” Concept for Winter Dining 
THE DISTRICT is a concept for a street to be repurposed temporarily into a diner’s 
(winter) paradise. This concept creates a block-wide, or “district”, strategy with a 
cohesive design aesthetic and functional organization of spaces that respond to the 
winter Colorado climate.  
 
Considering a typical street right-of-way of approximately 60-feet, this concept provides 
a central, barrier-free ACTIVE ZONE that would be used primarily for pedestrian and 
bicycle circulation, but is also provided for emergency access and deliveries, if 
necessary. Adjacent to the Active Zone, on either side of the street and closest to the 
buildings for added protection, is the LINGER ZONE. This zone would be populated 

with our concept of COMFORT WALLS that are designed to protect diners from winter 
winds on three sides and trap in heat. The comfort walls are prefabricated and 
panelized to be easily assembled on-site. Panels can be added or subtracted in 10-foot 
increments, based on the space needed and available. 
 
Upgrades are available for added warmth, such as WARM FLOORS and TENTS. 
Spaces can be heated through a variety of off-the-shelf methods, such as with patio 
heaters, propane fire pits, electric radiant pendants, or other propane, gas, or radiant 
heating methods. 


